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Aqueduct Park proposa

Barwon Water plans to establish a 66-hectare park around the heritage-
listed Barwon River Ovoid Sewer Aqueduct in Breakwater.

For many years, Barwon Water

has been investigating options

for improving public access to the
riverside land while balancing the
heritage values of the aqueduct and
the need for public safety.

Under the Aqueduct Park proposal,
the community would enjoy the
environmental and recreational
values of the Barwon River, as well
as the significant history of the
aqueduct.

Access under the structure (on both
land and water) has been prohibited
since 1995 due to the risk of falling
concrete.

Barwon Water’s plan involves
removing some aqueduct spans
(subject to Heritage Victoria
approval) to allow safe access to the
river and bank. The majority of the
historic structure would be retained.

This would unlock a section of the
Barwon River that has been closed
to the public for more than 20 years
and allow increased recreational use
of the river.

The parkland proposal also provides
for walking tracks, viewing platforms,
interpretative signage and seating
on the north side of the river.

@ BarwonWater

Barwon Water has worked closely
with the Barwon River Parklands
Steering Committee, Heritage
Victoria and other agencies on the
proposal.

Barwon Water is also seeking
feedback from the broader
community and key stakeholders,
including the Wadawurrung,
recreational, environmental and
heritage groups, to inform the
proposal.

Consultation will open from mid-
January, 2017, through to early
March, 2017.



Historical overview

Constructed between 1913 and
1915, the 756-metre long aqueduct
served as the main sewer to
Barwon Water’s Black Rock Water
Reclamation Plant until 1992.

The aqueduct was added to the
Victorian Heritage Register in
1991 as a significant example of
early engineering design using
reinforced concrete.

It is also significant for its
architecture, derived from the
Firth of Forth Bridge in Scotland,
and as a remnant of one of
Victoria’s earliest sewerage
systems.

Although repairs were undertaken
throughout its operational

life, the structure continued to
disintegrate, with steel reinforcing
corroding and concrete breaking
off.

Engineering studies have
concluded public access is only
possible if parts of the more
dangerous section are removed.

The parkland project would
allow the community to

share significant heritage and
biodiversity values of the area.

@ BarwonWater

For further information

Construction of the Barwon River Oviod Sewer Aqueduct.

Timeline

Late-January to February, 2017:
Community and stakeholder
consultation.

Late-February, 2017:
Finalise proposal based on

community and stakeholder
feedback.

March to June, 2017:

Seek approval from Heritage
Victoria for the proposed safety
works to the Aqueduct.

Mid-2017:
Submit Aqueduct Park proposal to
Barwon Water Board for approval.

Mid-late 2017:

Complete detailed engineering,
environmental and other
approvals.

2018:
Work commences.

For further
information

Please visit yoursay.barwonwater.
vic.gov.au/aqueduct-park or
telephone Barwon Water on

1300 656 007.

PO Box 659 Geelong Victoria 3220 | & 1300 656 007 | = info@barwonwater.vic.gov.au

www.ba rwonwater.vic.gov.au
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RENEW A VISION

Strategic Directions Plan

A well - connected, diverse and healthy water way
parkland, that balances recreation and conservation,
and provides for everyday enjoyment of nature, and
community liveability and well - being.

KEY GOALS

An enhanced and resilient open space network that:

m protects the natural environmental and cultural values of

the Parklands and the Barwon River.

m protects and enhances environmental values of the
riverand its floodplain, wetlands and estuary, and
connects communities with natural settings.

B js accessible and reflects the needs of a diverse
community.

m provides open space for growing communities and
future generations.

m provides a diversity of quality recreational opportunities
and settings for enjoyment, social connection and
wellbeing.

m increase awareness and appreciation of nature and
cultural heritage.

m responds and adapts to the challenges of climate
change.

STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS

Consistent with Healthy Parks Healthy People and the G21
Environment Pillar, the key strategic directions for the
Barwon River Parklands include:

Expanding a connected network

Environmental values at Lake Connewarre and lack of
public land in some areas mean development of an off road
link between Geelong and Barwon Heads may take many
years to achieve. Community consultation completed in
2009 indicated completion of shorter more frequently used
looped paths was the highest priority. Projects to expand
the trail and open space network include:

@ Establish trail links west from Buckley Falls Park to new
open space areas at Mt.Brandon including staged
development of new recreation facilities and
environmental rehabilitation.

© Investigate integration of pedestrian and cycle access
across the Barwon River at the Geelong Ring Road
bridge.

€ Investigate future opportunities to expand open space
along the north side of the River enabling completion
of an off road trail loop back to Baum Weir and
Fyansford Common.

© Improve access to the Barwon River at Pakington
Street.

© |nvestigate improved on and off road trail links from the
Barwon River to the existing Bellarine Rail Trail including
upgrade of Wal Whiteside Walk.

© Investigate improved links to existing Waurn Ponds
Creek Trail.

© Investigate improved on and off road links along the
Barwon River at Barwon Heads as part of the Round the
Head Trail.

Strengthening and promoting features
of the Barwon River Parklands
@ |nvestigate opportunities for development of new
heritage trails and interpretation for significant sites
in new and existing parks and along the Barwon
River Trail.
© Promote the Barwon River Parklands and major
events on key regional tourism routes.
Investigate establishment of a Regional
Sustainability Education Centre.
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Strengthening connections with nature

(® Improve public access to the Lake Connewarre State
Game Reserve at Ash Road, McCorkhell Reserve,
Moolap Station Road and Taits Point through to
Hospital Swamps.

@ Investigate a canoe/kayak link between Geelong
and Barwon Heads. y

® Investigate opportunities to undertake floodplain
rehabilitation works and improve habitat corridor
values and buffers to adjoining future development.

® Develop new boardwalks and signage to protect
significant vegetation and habitat areas at Moonah

Park while providing walking and fishing access along

the Barwon River.
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Planning the next wave of
regional open space expansion

@ Establish new linear open space reserves along
the Moorabool River. As development proceeds
undertake staged establishment of trail links,

recreation facilities and environmental rehabilitation
north from Fyansford Common along the Moorabool

River through to the existing Ring Road Trail.

Revitalising the existing network

Use the Healthy Parks Healthy People philosophy to provide a
new framework within which to revitalise and plan settings,
facilities, programs and services. Provide investment tomaintain
and improve the quality and diversity of the existing network
incorporating Environmental Sustainable Design (ESD) and

. wuniversal access through design principles for new infrastructure

~and facilities. Implement the statewide Active in Parks Program.

(@® Continue staged woody weed control at Federick Morton
Reserve.

) Develop new nature based playscapes at Barwon Valley Park
and Frank Ellis Reserve, Barwon Heads and longer term in new
parklands at Mt.Brandon and Armstrong Creek.

¢D Rehabilitate the Former Geelong Junior Motorcross Site
including environmental restoration and provision for
community events. Improve links around Belmont Common
to complement the new Criterion Track.

€9 Establish an off road shared trail link from Barrabool Road
to the Belmont Common Boat Ramp.

¢ Investigate improved circuit walking trails and facilities at
Ocean Grove Spit.

DRAWING KEY

‘ ‘ EXISTING OPEN SPACE

POTENTIAL FUTURE
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SUBJECT TO FUTHER
INVESTIGATION

(® Establish new parkland at the Ovoid Sewer Aqueduct
Reserve including restoration of public access along the
river and resolution of the future of the aqueduct structure
and reserve. Continue environmental rehabilitation and
undertake staged development of new circuit walking
paths, with improved river access for fishing and canoeing.

(® Establish new linear open space reserves along the Barwon
River at Armstrong Creek. Undertake staged establishment
of trail links, recreation facilities and environmental
rehabilitation with links through to Belmont Common along
the River.

@ As part of long term future planning for a new east-west
link road across the Barwon River consider opportunities
for integrated pedestrian and cycle access to improve
direct links between Armstrong Creek and St. Albans
Park-Leopold and a new trail loop back to the Ovoid Sewer
Aqueduct reserve along the north bank.
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BarwonRiver
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