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Aqueduct Park proposal
Barwon Water plans to establish a 66-hectare park around the heritage-
listed Barwon River Ovoid Sewer Aqueduct in Breakwater.

For many years, Barwon Water 
has been investigating options 
for improving public access to the 
riverside land while balancing the 
heritage values of the aqueduct and 
the need for public safety.

Under the Aqueduct Park proposal, 
the community would enjoy the 
environmental and recreational 
values of the Barwon River, as well 
as the significant history of the 
aqueduct.

Access under the structure (on both 
land and water) has been prohibited 
since 1995 due to the risk of falling 
concrete.

Barwon Water’s plan involves 
removing some aqueduct spans 
(subject to Heritage Victoria 
approval) to allow safe access to the 
river and bank. The majority of the 
historic structure would be retained. 

This would unlock a section of the 
Barwon River that has been closed 
to the public for more than 20 years 
and allow increased recreational use 
of the river.

The parkland proposal also provides 
for walking tracks, viewing platforms, 
interpretative signage and seating 
on the north side of the river.

Barwon Water has worked closely 
with the Barwon River Parklands 
Steering Committee, Heritage 
Victoria and other agencies on the 
proposal.

Barwon Water is also seeking 
feedback from the broader 
community and key stakeholders, 
including the Wadawurrung, 
recreational, environmental and 
heritage groups, to inform the 
proposal.

Consultation will open from mid-
January, 2017, through to early 
March, 2017.



Historical overview
Constructed between 1913 and 
1915, the 756-metre long aqueduct 
served as the main sewer to 
Barwon Water’s Black Rock Water 
Reclamation Plant until 1992.

The aqueduct was added to the 
Victorian Heritage Register in 
1991 as a significant example of 
early engineering design using 
reinforced concrete. 

It is also significant for its 
architecture, derived from the 
Firth of Forth Bridge in Scotland, 
and as a remnant of one of 
Victoria’s earliest sewerage 
systems.

Although repairs were undertaken 
throughout its operational 
life, the structure continued to 
disintegrate, with steel reinforcing 
corroding and concrete breaking 
off.

Engineering studies have 
concluded public access is only 
possible if parts of the more 
dangerous section are removed.

The parkland project would 
allow the community to 
share  significant heritage and 
biodiversity values of the area.

Timeline
Late-January to February, 2017:
Community and stakeholder 
consultation.

Late-February, 2017: 
Finalise proposal based on 
community and stakeholder 
feedback. 

March to June, 2017: 
Seek approval from Heritage 
Victoria for the proposed safety 
works to the Aqueduct. 

Mid-2017: 
Submit Aqueduct Park proposal to 
Barwon Water Board for approval. 

Mid-late 2017: 
Complete detailed engineering, 
environmental and other 
approvals.

2018: 
Work commences.

For further 
information
Please visit yoursay.barwonwater.
vic.gov.au/aqueduct-park or 
telephone Barwon Water on     
1300 656 007.

For further information
PO Box 659 Geelong Victoria 3220  |      1300 656 007  |       info@barwonwater.vic.gov.au
www.barwonwater.vic.gov.au

Construction of the Barwon River Oviod Sewer Aqueduct.
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Aqueduct Park proposal
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